
 

 

 

Iowa Groundwater Protection Fund 

ISSUE 

Since the inception of the Iowa Groundwater Protection Fund in FY 1988, a total of $64.1 
million has been raised by various groundwater protection fees, while $55.8 million has been 
expended on programs financed through the Fund's 5 accounts. 

AFFECTED AGENCIES 

Department of Natural Resources 

Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

Department of Public Health 

Regents Institutions 

CODE AUTHORITY 

Chapter 455E 

BACKGROUND 

Iowa's Groundwater Protection Fund was created in HF 631, the Iowa Groundwater 
Protection Act, as passed by the 1987 General Assembly.  The Groundwater Protection 
Program created 5 separate accounts, each with its own funding mechanism, and each with 
its own set of programs.  Those accounts are: 

• Storage Tank Account 

• Oil Overcharge Account 

• Household Hazardous Waste Account 

• Agriculture Management Account 

• Solid Waste Account  
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CURRENT SITUATION 

Attachment A shows the revenue, expenditure, and ending balance history of each of the accounts 
of the Groundwater Protection Fund.  The FY 1993 ending balance for the accounts of the Fund is 
$8.9 million, up from the FY 1992 ending balance of $7.4 million.  The FY 1993 ending balance 
represents 13.9% of the total money collected by the Fund since its inception.   

The 1991 General Assembly, acting on a recommendation by the Governor, removed $1.9 million 
from the Fund for deposit to the General Fund because the money was unspent and 
unencumbered at the close of FY 1991.  Since the removal of the unspent and unencumbered 
funds, the ending balance of the Groundwater Fund has increased by $1.6 million.   

The Programs contributing the largest portions to the ending balance include: 

• Rural Well Testing and Closure - $1.8 million 

• Landfill Alternative Grants - $3.7 million 

• Hazardous Waste and Recycling Programs ($.75 surcharge) - $1.5 million 

• Household Hazardous Waste - $1.1 million 

Of the $1.1 million available for Household Hazardous Waste Programs, $900,000 was 
appropriated by the 1993 General Assembly to a new livestock waste management program for FY 
1994. 

ALTERNATIVES 

The General Assembly may wish to review the Programs financed by the Groundwater Protection 
Fund to determine if changes should be made in the process used to expend moneys from the 
Fund, with the goals of reducing the annual ending balances in the accounts and increasing the 
amount of activity related to groundwater protection.  

 
STAFF CONTACT:  Jeff Robinson  (Ext. 16767) 
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